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What are VSCs?

 Vessel Safety Checks are voluntary vessel inspections 

conducted upon  the request of  a recreational boat 

owner/operator

 Can be performed by certified examiners of the Coast 

Guard Auxiliary or the United States Power Squadrons 

(aka America’s Boating Club)

 Purpose is to check that all equipment required by 

Federal and State regulations is available, approved, 

accessible, unexpired and in good condition

 Recreational vessels under 65 feet are eligible, 

including PWCs and paddle craft but will not be covered 

in this presentation

 There are no penalties or fines for inspection failures 

and such are not reported to authorities



Excellent Sources for State/Federal Boating 

Regulations (Available to download online)



Vessel Description

One of the first items  of information that the Examiner will 
determine is the length in feet of the inspected vessel as that 
will affect the equipment required.  

As shown by the following chart, the rules define four classes:

1. Less than 16 feet

2. 16 feet to less than 26 feet

3. 26 feet to less than 40 feet

4. 40 feet to less than 65.6 feet

 



Required Equipment Checklist



Official Checklist Form (ANSC7012)



Vessel Safety Checklist 

Decal (Mandatory) Requirements:

➢  Display of numbers

➢ Registration/Documentation

➢ Personal Flotation Devices (PFDs)

➢ Visual Distress Signals (VDS)

➢ Fire Extinguishers (Older than 12 years must be 

replaced)

➢ Ventilation

➢ Backfire Flame Control

➢ Sound Producing Devices

➢ Navigation Lights

➢ Pollution Placard

➢ MARPOL Trash Placard

     Continued on next slide



Vessel Safety Checklist (Cont’d)
Decal (Mandatory) Requirements:

➢ Marine Sanitation Devices

➢ Navigation Rules (Vessels 49 feet and over) 

➢ State and Local Requirements (Anchor and line 

required by NYS)

➢ Overall Vessel Condition

➢ Engine Cutoff Switch (Federal requirement only 

at this time)



Vessel Checklist, Cont’d

Recommendations and Discussion Items (Not 
required for Decal Award):

❑ Marine Radio

❑ Dewatering Device and Backup

❑ Mounted Fire Extinguishers

❑ Anchor and Line for Area

❑ First Aid Kit

❑ PIW (fna, Man Overboard) Kit

❑ Accident Reporting

❑ Nautical Charts

❑ Fuel management



Vessel Checklist (Cont’d) 

❑ Float Plan

❑ Weather and Sea Conditions

❑ Boating Checklist

❑ Safe Boating Classes

❑ Maritime Domain Awareness



How to sign up for a VSC

Both the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary and the United 
States Power Squadrons have certified vessel 
examiners who will perform a free Vessel Safety 
Check ("VSC") at your boat, at a time of mutual 
convenience.

Go to www.cgaux.org, click on “Get A Vessel Safety 
Check” and you will be taken to the Coast Guard 
Auxiliary site to fill out a contact form.  The closest 
examiners from both organizations will contact you.

http://www.cgaux.org/


Preparing for an Inspection

Inspections generally run from 30 to 60 

minutes. You can expedite the process by 

being well prepared.  By reference to the 

Boater’s Guide books mentioned in this 

presentation, you can anticipate the 

Examiner’s requests thus ensuring that 

you have the required equipment on 

board, it is up-to- date and in good 

condition.



Congratulations Safe Boater!
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